
 

 

 
February 13th, 2019 

 

Office of the Premier 

7th Floor, One Government Place 

1700 Granville Street 

Halifax, NS 

B3J 1X5 

 

Dear Premier McNeil: 

Re: Updating EGSPA for a Prosperous Future in Nova Scotia 

Eleven years ago Nova Scotia created a Visionary Act to show where the Province 

wanted to be - one of the cleanest and most sustainable in the world. This vision, 

which was supported by all parties, signalled a united commitment to a future 

that would see us achieve a prosperous and sustainable economy.  

Meeting the goals set out in the Environmental Goals and Sustainable Prosperity 

Act (EGSPA) has not been easy. However, we are pleased to note that under your 

leadership 13 of the 25 goals have been met, with a further nine on track to be 

achieved by 2020.  

Since 2007 much has changed in Nova Scotia and around the world. With rapid 

technological advances over the past decade we have an abundance of new 

opportunities for cost-effective low-emission solutions. Now is the time to 

articulate the policies, plans, and programs to fully take advantage of them.  

As EGSPA targets have steadily reached the end of their timelines it is now time 

to renew and update their ambitions and outline credible pathways to 

achievement. With guidance from QUEST’s Smart Energy Community policy and 

technical principles, a renewal of this groundbreaking and goal-setting legislation 

will ensure Nova Scotia’s future as a province on the forefront of innovation in a 

low emissions economy. 
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To ensure the successful implementation of renewed goals for sustainable 

prosperity we present the five following recommendations: 

1. Accept the recommendations from the Round Table on Environment and 

Sustainable Prosperity.  1

 

a. With regards to recommendation #7, prioritize building energy 

benchmarking and labelling. 

 

2. Make available to municipalities their energy data as per the guidelines outlined 

in the Atlantic Canada Energy Data Roadmap.  2

 

3. Add energy efficiency targets for 2030 that are in line with the Generation 

Energy Report.  3

 

4. Legislate new 2030 provincial electricity targets for locally sourced renewables 

and for renewable energy. 

 

5. Update building goals to be in line with the Canada Green Building Council's 

recommendations to: 

 

a. Establish a provincial voluntary energy benchmarking program by 2020 in 

buildings over 25,000 sqft. 

 

b. Require mandatory energy benchmarking in all buildings over 10,000 sq 

ft by 2025. 

 

c. Establish a mandatory building energy labelling program for residential 

buildings as per NRCan guidelines by 2025. 

 

d. Mandate all new buildings net-zero by 2030.  

 

e. Mandate all buildings net-zero by 2050. 

1 The Round Table on Environment and Sustainable Prosperity, EGSPA Five Year Review Letter (2017). 
2 Bruce Cameron, “The Atlantic Canada Energy Data Roadmap” QUEST. 2019 
https://questcanada.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Executive-Summary_eng.pdf 
3 Generation Energy Council, “Canada’s Energy Transition, Getting To Our Energy Future, Together” 
Natural Resources Canada. 2018 
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/sites/www.nrcan.gc.ca/files/energy/CoucilReport_july4_EN_Web.pdf 
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In addition to new goals, we also support the government in a move toward a more 

inclusive and collaborative inter-departmental approach. In planning for the policies, 

plans, and programs to move us toward sustainable prosperity, the unique role energy 

plays in health, transportation, resource development, efficiency of energy use, and a 

low emissions future, suggests that the Minister of Environment cannot be the single 

point of leadership for the Government. This point is reinforced by the important roles 

of land-use planning in Lands and Forestry and Municipal Affairs.  

To manage such a complex, multi-disciplinary process we would suggest the creation of 

direct mandates for each Minister, delivered and managed through a Government 

Central Agency such as the Office of the Premier or a Cabinet Committee. We also 

recommend that each Minister become responsible for identifying goals that advance 

Nova Scotia toward sustainable prosperity, and for proposing meaningful stretch targets 

as well as the plans to implement goals within a reasonable period of time. 

We would greatly appreciate an opportunity for us to meet to provide more information 

and to discuss this further.  

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Tonja Leach 

Executive Director, QUEST 

 

 

Enclosures: Five Year EGSPA Review From the Round Table on Environment and 

Sustainable Prosperity  

 

CC: Honourable Keith Colwell, Minister of Agriculture, Minister of Fisheries and 

Aquaculture;  

Honourable Margaret Miller, Minister of Environment;  

Honourable Iain Rankin, Minister of Lands and Forestry;  

Honourable Derek Mombourquette, Minister of Energy and Mines;  

Honourable Geoff MacLellan, Minister of Business;  

Honourable Karen Lynn Casey, Minister of Finance and Treasury Board;  

Honourable Lloyd Hines, Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal;  

Honourable Chuck Porter, Minister of Municipal Affairs 
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